Plural Picks
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Learning objective: To display knowledge of plural formation by correctly matching words with
their plural endings.

Game objective: To have the most sets of singular-plural card matches at the end of the game.
Organization: Played in small groups.

Preparation: Use the cards provided (which include examples of all the plural variations) or
create your own, using the card template provided. Provide each group of students with one
deck of cards.

Description of the game: The students sit in a circle. The cards are spread out before them, face
down. In turn, a student turns over any two cards, trying to match the singular form of the
noun with the correct plural ending required. (If the plural is irregular, there will be a specific
matching card with the full form.) If the match is correct, the student takes the cards and plays
again. If the match is incorrect, the cards are placed face down again in the same position, and
play passes to the next student. (Students must try to remember where specific cards are
located so that they can pick them up, if possible.) A match can be challenged by another
student; if it is incorrect, the cards are replaced and play passes to the next student. Also, if a
student replaces a correct match, another student should not point out the mistake, but try to
claim those correct cards on his/her next turn. Play continues until all the cards have been
claimed.

Rules:

1. Sit in a circle with the cards spread out in the middle, face down.

2. The first student to play turns over any two cards.

3. If the cards form a correct singular-plural match (a word with a correct plural ending or the
correct irregular noun singular-plural forms), you keep the cards and play again.

4. If the match is incorrect, place the cards face down again in the same location. Play passes to
the next student.

5. You can challenge a match made by another student. If it is incorrect, the cards are replaced
and play passes to the next student.

6. If a student replaces a correct match, you should not point out the mistake, but try to claim
those correct cards on your next turn.

7. You must try to remember where specific cards are located so that you can pick them up
during your turn, if possible.

8. Play continues until all the cards have been claimed. The student with the most cards is the
winner.

Variations:
e You can restrict the plural forms used in the game to those on which you wish to focus. The
blank template will allow you to create additional examples, if desired.

* You can play the game as a matching card game like Go Fish, distributing eight cards to each
student and then have them ask for a specific match or plural ending.
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